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Heaven Our Supreme Happiness. 





Se Agy| PEAKING from his personal experience, St. Augustine 
All says, “The heart of man is restless until it rests in 
God.” Only in the possession of heaven can true. 
happiness be found. What is heaven? It is a 
miracle of divine omnipotence, an invention of 
divine wisdom, a gift as great, as infinite as God Himself; for God 
Himself is heaven. “I will be thy reward exceeding great,” says 
the Lord. “God is heaven,” says St. Teresa. “What could He 
give us better than Himself?” 

St. Augustine, referring to heaven, says so beautifully: “In 
this holy city of God there is neither grief nor sorrow, neither 
tears nor suffering; but joy and felicity, pure and overflowing, a 
sweet, everlasting, imperturbable peace, is there the heritage of 
the children of God. They will there possess not merely all they 
desire, but so much that there will be nothing more they could 
desire. Their hearts will be fully satiated, their souls submerged 
into streams of heavenly bliss, into an ocean of beatitude. Not 
the possession of all riches together, but infinitely more, the 
fountain and source of all riches, the possession of God Himself, 
will be their inheritance. The joy and bliss of God will not in 
reality enter into their souls, this were too little; but the predestined 
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who have merited heaven will enter into the joy of the Lord, into 
His own, infinite, divine beatitude.” 

In a vision, St. Teresa was once vouchsafed a glance into the 
outer courts of heaven. In her autobiography she expresses 
herself as follows: “The things that I saw were so great and so 
wonderful that the least of them would suffice to amaze a soul and 
inspire her with utter contempt for the things and riches of this 
earth. No human mind can form an image of this, and the vision 
filled me with such inexpressible joy, and inebriated me, so to 
say, with such a sweet sense of satisfaction, that I cannot possibly 
explain it. While our Lord permitted me to behold these wonder- 
ful things, He said to me, ‘See, My daughter, what they forfeit 
who offend Me.’ 

“The impression that this vision left on my soul,” continues 
the saint, “was a great contempt for everything transitory, so that 
all the riches and pleasures of this world seemed to me nothing 
but vanity, emptiness and falsehood. One day when I was suffering 
much from my usual attack of heart trouble, a lady of high rank 
wished to cheer me. She showed me her jewels, especially a 
precious diamond ornament. Knowing that our Lord has prepared 
for us infinitely more valuable treasures, | could not refrain from 
laughing in secret at such folly; yet at the same time | was 
moved to pity when I realized what things are so highly esteemed 
by the people of the world.” 

In a similar manner our Lord showed St. Catherine of Siena 
when she was in ecstasy a ray of heavenly glory. When she 
recovered consciousness, she exclaimed, “I have seen miracles, I 
have seen miracles...!” Her confessor asked her to explain 
more clearly what God had manifested to her. The saint replied, 
“I should commit a grave fault to do this, for human language 
is inadequate to express the praises and the beauty of heavenly 
treasures.” 

St. Vincent Ferrer says: “The glory of heaven is so incompre- 
hensible, that all sufferings of this life, even all the tortures endured 
by the martyrs would not suffice to merit even an hour of heav- 


enly bliss.” 


An Excellent Way to Gather Treasures for Heaven. 


Without doubt we can obtain the greatest treasures for heaven 
by love and devotion toward the Blessed Sacrament. In truth, is 
not the worthy reception of the Holy Eucharist the pledge of life 
eternal? In this food of the soul, Jesus gives us all that He has, 
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His sacred body, His precious blood, His loving Heart, His noble 
soul, His perfect humanity, His true Divinity. And what shall we 
say of the holy sacrifice of the Mass! The marvels of love and 
mercy towards us in this sublime Sacrifice are actually infinite. 
Who could gather the superabundance of these heavenly treasures! 

St. Augustine speaking of the Holy Eucharist says, “The in- 
finite wisdom of God knows of nothing better to give us, the 
divine omnipotence can do nothing greater, the infinite love of 
God can give us nothing holier.” 

In this Sacrament God poured out, as it were, all the riches of 
His mercy. If we fail to gather from this Divine Sacrament 
treasures that we can take with us into eternity, we will have 
only ourselves to blame. Alas, how many must once bitterly 
bewail and repent of their negligence in this regard. 

Balthazar Alvarez, confessor of St. Teresa, a great teacher 
of the spiritual life, was accustomed to prepare with great fervor 
for the celebration of Mass. On one occasion as he was kneeling 
before the Blessed Sacrament absorbed in prayer and medita- 
tion, the Infant Jesus suddenly appeared to him in the sacred 
Host. The Divine Child had His little hands so overflowing with 
precious pearls and jewels, that He could scarcely hold them, and 
Stretching forth his arms towards Alvaraz, He said, “If only some- 
one would take them!” 

Whoever wishes to accumulate heavenly treasures, must love 
the Holy Eucharist, receive It devoutly, and highly esteem the 
sacrifice of the Mass. 


Effect of the Remembrance of Heaven. 


At the time of St. Augustine there lived at Rome a lady of 
high rank, by the name of Melania. She was a Christian, but 
being wealthy, young and beautiful, she, like so many of her 
sex, allowed herself to be deluded by the deceptive charm of 
transitory riches, and to be enticed into the snares of vanity, 
self-love, luxury in dress and the pleasures of life. Volusian, a 
young relative of hers, but not yet a Christian, journeyed from 
Rome to Milan, where he remained for some length of time, and 
became acquainted with St. Augustine. The latter did his utmost 
to convince him of the folly of paganism, and to convert him to 
Christianity. But as every conversion is a triumph of God’s 
grace, and not the work of man, even the eloquence of the 
great and learned Augustine was not sufficiently powerful to 
move the heart of Volusian to accept the faith. 
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During Volusian’s absence from Rome, it happened that 
Melania one day made a meditation on the kingdom of heaven. 
While reflecting on this subject in the light of faith, her noble 
heart was suddenly affected so sensibly, that the realization came 
to her, that all transitory things of this world are mere shallowness 
in comparison with heaven; that our most important concern is 
to gain heaven, and that no sacrifice is too great to obtain 
everlasting, infinite happiness. 

Melania did not change her state of life, for she was married, 
but as a result of this meditation, her sentiments, her manner of 
life were changed. She renounced the pleasures, the vanities, 
the exterior pomp, and devoted herself to works of charity, to the 
practice of virtue and penance. It thus happened that not only 
the former gaity of her manner of life disappeared, but that her 
personal appearance also became less attractive. She purposely 
avoided adorning herself, and intentionally removed everything 
with which she had been wont to enhance her personal beauty 
in the past. 

After some time Volusian returned to Rome and did not 
delay to visit Melania. How amazed he was to find her dwelling, 
her dress, her appearance so changed. “Why Melania,” he 
exclaimed, “what is the matter? Where is your magnificent house, 
what has become of your beauty? Who has deformed you thus?” 
Melania replied calmly, “Heaven has done this.” 

With all the ardor of her soul she then related to him how 
the remembrance of life eternal, of heaven, enlightened her 
understanding, and changed her heart, her inclinations and her 
life; how she had since then become much happier, and now 
enjoyed a peace of soul that she had never before known. She 
told how by a glance into the life beyond, she had been raised 
above everything that formerly captivated her inclinations; how 
all the perishable things of this world now seemed insignificant 
compared to what is of heaven and eternal. 

These burning effusions of her heart, her living example, and 
the narration of the happiness she now enjoyed in the service 
of God, in the hope of an eternal reward, touched the soul of 
Volusian so powerfully, that he immediately resolved to renounce 
paganism and likewise to dedicate himself to God and to a life 
of virtue. — The remembrance of heaven thus accomplished what 


the enlightened words of a St. Augustine could not effect. 


Qos$D OOO 
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The End Well, All Well. 





1HERE are persons, who, at their daily prayers, when 
receiving the sacraments or when at holy Mass, 






A death. They love to invoke St. Joseph and St. 
AE ee Benedict, these special patrons of a happy death. 
In consideration of the vast importance of our last hour which 
decides a whole eternity, this is certainly a prudent and praiseworthy 
practice. For, if the end is well, all is well. 

How much the more strange and incomprehensible is not the 
conduct of some living in the world, even such as are considered 
good Christians, who are little concerned about having the last 
sacraments administered at the proper time in a case of serious 
illness. They purposely avoid having the priest called on account 
of a ridiculous and superstitious fancy that if a patient receive 
extreme unction, it is a sure sign of his speedy death. 

In most cases it is human respect that prompts them to act and 
speak thus: “What will people think?” “The patient must not be- 
come excited.” “How can | approach him on this subject after he 
has neglected receiving the sacraments for so many years?” Or, 
“Confession was always a torture to my dear brother even while 
he was well, how could I torment him with it now when he is so 
ill?’ Or another excuse, “She was such a noble soul, what sin 
could trouble her conscience?” etc. Incredible are the number 
and kind of such excuses. 

We admit that it is not easy to persuade a person who is in 
a dying condition to become reconciled with God. But when 
there is question of temporal things, as honor, riches or recovery 
of health, we move heaven and earth for those whom we love. 
And a whole eternity — is this of less value? 

How cruel of relatives who anxiously avoid mentioning a 
word about death to their dear ones who are ill, who keep away 
the priest, and thus perhaps cheat their poor soul out of an eternity 
of happiness, who with their own hands practically bolt and nail 
shut the door of heaven forever? Have we ever pondered and 
reflected what this means? 

Physicians and specialists are summoned in great haste, and 
the most expensive remedies are tried; but to call the priest at 
the proper time — nobody thinks of this. Often he is notified 
when the patient is in his last agony, or after he has expired. 

I myself once passed through days of great anxiety. I was 
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acquainted with an aged gentleman, a kind and amiable old 
man, whose infirmities had confined him to the house for a long 
time. Meeting some of his relatives one day, | inquired about 
the old gentleman, and they said he was becoming very feeble. I 
had a strong presentiment that his life would soon draw to a close, 
and my conscience admonished me to speak to his relatives 
about having him prepared for death. However, as there was no 
real illness in his case, | kept putting it off, fearing I might cause 
offense or appear indiscreet. Two days later the gentleman died. 
Now my conscience bitterly reproached me for not having attended 
to this charitable act in time. But to my inexpressible joy I after- 
wards learned that the deceased at his own urgent request 
had received the last sacraments while fully conscious. A great 
burden was lifted from my soul at this knowledge, and I praised 
the mercy of God toward the deceased as well as toward myself. 
What bitter reproaches would otherwise have been mine for the 
rest of my days! 

On the other hand I know a boy, who by prudence, prayer, 
and especially by great love for God and his parents, succeeded 
amid the greatest obstacles in bringing about the conversion of 
his father and the grace of a Christian death for him. The un- 
fortunate man had previously lived like an infidel, and had not 
been to the sacraments for many years. Happy child! Whata 
consolation will this be for the rest of his life, and how grateful 
will not his father be to him for all eternity. 


DODO SO 


THE GREAT INDULGENCE FOR THE POOR SOULS. 
Nov. lst and 2d. 





We would like to remind our kind readers of the Toties Quoties indul- 
gence to be gained on All Souls’ Day. All those who wear the highly 
indulgenced Jubilee Medal of St. Benedict, can gain a plenary indulgence as 
often as they visit a church or public chapel from twelve o’clock, noon, 
on All Saints’ Day until twelve o’clock, midnight on All Souls’ Day, and pray 
the Our Father and Hail Mary five times, or other prayers of about the 
same length, according to the intention of the Holy Father, provided they 
have received the sacraments. 

This Toties Quoties indulgence is now, according to a Papal rescript, 
granted to all the faithful, even if they do not wear the St. Benedict’s 
Jubilee Medal. 


The genuine Jubilee Medals come from Monte Cassino, the mother-house 
of the Benedictine Order. We receive our Medals direct from Monte Cassino. 
Anyone desiring a few of these highly blessed Medals, may send an alms of 
twenty-five cents. Leaflets, explaining the use of the Medal, and of the 
indulgences connected therewith, will be sent with Medals. 
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St. Jerome Reveals the Joys of Heaven 
to St. Augustine. 





}ROM the world beyond, a most remarkable and 
consoling revelation was made to the great St. 
Augustine by another great doctor of the Church, 
St. Jerome. St. Augustine wrote in a letter the fol- 

3) lowing concerning this heavenly apparition to St. 
Cyril. “At the same hour when St. Jerome died at Bethlehem, I 
was sitting at my desk at Hippo (in northern Africa) earnestly oc- 
cupied in meditating on the joys of the blissful souls in heaven. At 
the request of Severus, a disciple of St. Martin of Tours, I was 
designing a treatise on this subject. I had already gathered the 
required subject matter and was about to write to St. Jerome 
asking his opinion and information regarding certain points. After 
I had written the introduction of my letter, my cell was suddenly 
illumined with a most extraordinary brightness, and such a heav- 
enly fragrance was diffused that I nearly lost consciousness. I did 
not know at the time that the great servant of God had already 
been summoned into eternal glory, neither could | explain this 
brightness nor what God’s infinite wisdom meant to signify 
therewith. 

“All absorbed in thought, I heard a voice calling to me: 
‘Augustine, Augustine, what art thou seeking? Dost thou believe 
thyself capable to empty the immense ocean into a small vessel? 
to encompass the globe with the hollow of thy hand? to check 
the stars and planets in their course? to see or hear what no 
human eye or ear hath ever seen or heard? Dost thou suppose 
that thou canst understand what has never entered into the heart 
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of man to conceive? Where is to be found the end of a matter 
infinite? Much easier were it for you to empty the vast ocean into a 
small vessel, cover the universe with thy hands and check the 
course of the planets, than to describe the least portion of the 
joy and glory which the souls of the elect enjoy in heaven. 
Cease, therefore, to seek to comprehend impossible things, until thy 
mortal course is run. Do not seek here below what can be found 
in heaven only, whither thou art so happily hastening. Do good 
in this life, that the things thou so eagerly seekest to understand 
may be thine for all eternity.’ 

“I was trembling and amazed,” writes St. Augustine further 
to St. Cyril, “but finally summoned courage to say, ‘Ah, that I 
were permitted to ask who he is, that so gloriously and wonder- 
fully speaks to me of the heavenly joys.’ 

“If thou askest my name’ replied the vision, ‘know I am 
the soul of Jerome, the priest, to whom you are about to write 
and who this very hour departed this life at Bethlehem in the 
the land of Juda. In company with Christ and the whole heav- 
enly army, adorned with all beauty, robed in the precious garment 
of immortality, crowned with a most magnificent diadem, I enter 
the joys of heaven to remain there for all eternity.’ 

“I burst into tears of joy,” continues St. Augustine, “and I 
said: ‘Ah, that I were worthy, O praiseworthy man, to follow 
thee thither and be thy servant! I pray thee, so dear to me in 
this life, do not forget me in thy blissful abode and obtain that 
I may avoid sin, by thy guidance may not err in my ways, and 
conduct me safely into the harbor of eternal salvation. Moreover, 
if it be permitted, | would greatly desire information on some 


points.’ 
‘Ask What You Wish.’ 


“St. Jerome answered, ‘Ask what you wish.’ I then said, ‘I 
greatly desire to know whether the blessed in heaven wish for 
things they cannot obtain.’ 

“Know, my Augustine,’ said Jerome, ‘that the saints in 
heaven are so profoundly absorbed and so firmly established in 
God, that they wish for nothing but what God wills, and therefore 
they obtain whatever they wish for and desire. No one’s petition 
is refused, because we desire nothing besides God, and as we 
possess and enjoy God unceasingly, all our wishes and desires 
are constantly fulfilled.’ 

“Dear Cyril,” St. Augustine continues, “I cannot relate 
to you all I heard from this glorious soul, as the apparition 
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THE HEAVENLY JERUSALEM. 
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remained with me several hours. In how wonderful and ravishing 
a manner he explained to me the unity of the Blessed Trinity, 
the birth of the Son of God, the proceeding of the Holy Ghost 
from the Father and the Son, the hierarchies and order and 
mysteries of the angels, the joys of the elect, and many other 
wonderful things and objects that are difficult for the human 
understanding and that cannot be expressed by the tongues of 
all men combined. 

“When the celestial light vanished, the sweet fragrance which 
had been diffused throughout my cell remainéd for many days. 
What great and marvelous things God effects in us! Let us 
joyfully cry out to Him and proclaim the praises of His most 
holy name, because He is worthy of all praise and can never 
be praised enough.” 

With a holy enthusiasm St. Augustine then exclaims: “O 
life prepared by God for those who love Him! O life-giving 
life! O blissful life! O sure life! O peaceful life! O chaste 
life! O pure life! O life without death, without sorrow, without 
Stain, without confusion! Thou art a life full of dignity and 
splendor, where no enemy assaults us, no sting of the flesh dis- 
quiets us, where charity is perfect and without fear, where God 
is seen face to face and will constitute our true nourishment. 
I delight in the contemplation of thy brightness, O life eternal. 
I am refreshed in reflecting on thy goodness and I am enkindled 
with thy love. To thee, O heavenly life, I raise the eyes of my 
heart and mind. Of thee alone, O blissful life, will I henceforth 
speak, hear and write. Of thy glory and happiness will I daily 
read, and what I have read shall ever remain in my heart.” 

Thus writes a St. Augustine concerning the eternal life for 
which we, too, are destined, that sooner or later will also be ours. 
Oh, that our faith, our hope and our charity be strong! 


oo OS SO 


Four Roads to Heaven. 


St. Bernard says there are four different ways of reaching 
heaven. Some take heaven by violence, others buy it, others 
Seal it, and still others are forced into it. 

They who leave all things and follow Christ, take it by 
violence. They who for love of Christ give of their temporal 
possessions to the poor and thereby gather treasures for hereafter, 
buy it. They who perform their good works unknown to others, 
steal it. They, finally, who through poverty, sickness, or by the 
furnace of tribulation are tried and purified, are forced into heaven. 
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Esteem for Holy Mass. 





T Lawrence Justinian writing of the sacrifice of the Mass, 
S says, “There is nothing more sublime, nothing more bene- 

ficial, nothing more pleasing in the eyes of the Divine 
Majesty than the offering of holy Mass. In holy Mass there is 
offered to the Father the assumed humanity of the Son, that 
through His mediation sinners may obtain forgiveness, the fallen 
receive aid, and the just life eternal. During the time that Mass 
is celebrated the heavens are opened, the angels marvel, the 
saints sing hymns of praise, the just exult, the captives are 
visited, those in chains are released, hell mourns, and Holy 
Church rejoices.” 

Devout Christians well know why they cherish so high an 
esteem for Mass, why they assist thereat with profound reverence 
and fervent devotion, they know why they commend their im- 
portant affairs, through the prayers of the priest, to our merci- 


ful Savior. 
The Catholic Church knows the reason why she places this 


sacrifice of Christ daily at the head of all divine worship, why 
she constitutes the Mass the principal devotion for Sundays and 
holydays, and obliges the faithful under pain of mortal sin to 
assist thereat. It certainly indicates great carelessness and dis- 
regard of duty for anyone to neglect assisting at holy Mass on 
Sundays and holydays for trivial excuses, such as, to go for an 
outing, or on an excursion, to witness a ball-game or some 
other amusement, or look after some business. Some neglect 
Mass on account of a slight indisposition, or because they are 
tired and prefer to take a longer sleep; others on account of 
company, or rainy or cold weather, or somewhat bad roads. It 
is true, at times there are grave reasons which dispense a person 
from hearing Mass on Sundays. 

A missionary of S. Shantung, China, relates that he knew 
of newly converted Christians there who regularly walked thirty 
miles to church in order to assist at holy Mass and hear the 
sermon. Some even who were ill gathered up all their strength 
so as not to be left behind. 

During the time of the cruel reformation in England, Cath- 
olics were heavily oppressed and imprisoned, even threatened 
with the penalty of death if they attended Mass. Nevertheless, 
there were many of the faithful who remained firm and would 
not be intimidated by any kind of danger or threats. A rich 
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Catholic who was fined 500 pieces of gold for being present at 
Mass, picked out the newest and brightest coins he had to pay 
his fine. When the Protestant magistrate expressed surprise, the 
noble man answered: “I should consider it-a sin were I not to 
deliver up the brightest coins I possess for the great grace of 
having one more opportunity to adore my Lord and God at the 
sacrifice of the Mass. Consider also that there is an intimate 
relationship between the cross embossed upon these coins (he 
had Portuguese coins with a prominent cross symbol), and the 
Blessed Sacrament; for both, the cross and the Holy Eucharist 
are memorials of the infinite love of our Savior.” 


QO OOS SO 


There is a Life Everlasting. 





N a letter to Evodius, St. Augustine relates the following 

remarkable incident. “Gennadius, a physician of Carthage, 

who doubted the immortality of the soul attained, by God’s 
providence and mercy to the full light of faith, as the reward 
of his generosity and charity toward the poor. It happened in 
this manner. Gennadius, who never wearied in his charity for 
the poor, had in his youth, and just when he was most generous 
in giving alms, entertained serious doubts as to whether there 
would be any future existence after death. 

In as much as he was faithful to his duties, lived a good life, and 
continued his works of mercy, he deserved that an angel in the 
form of a beautiful youth appeared to him in his sleep and said, 
“Follow me.” Gennadius did so and was conducted to a place 
where he heard enchanting melodies. It was so ravishing that 
he wondered whether this was the song of the blessed. Mean- 
time he awoke; the dream had vanished, and he considered it 
nothing more than a mere dream. After some time this youth 
appeared to him and asked whether he still knew him. “Cer- 
tainly!” was the reply, and he mentioned the songs he was 
permitted to hear on the previous occasion. 

“Did you hear them in your sleep or when you were awake ?” 

“In my sleep.’ 

“Well, do you see me in your sleep now too?’ 

“ ‘Certainly.’ 

“Where is your body” 

“ ‘In bed.’ 
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“Do you admit that your eyes, bound to this body are 
closed, inactive, and that you see nothing with them?’ 

“ ‘Yes,’ 

“*Tell me, then, with which eyes do you see me?’ 

There was no reply. The youth now continued with the 
explanation. ‘When you lie asleep in bed, the eyes of your body 
are inactive and are of no use to you, and still they are the same 
eyes with which you now see me and once before saw me. In 
the same manner, after you are dead and your eyes have lost 
their power, there will still be something within you that keeps 
you living, something with which you perceive and observe; 
therefore, do not doubt in your existence after death, whether 
after death there is another life.’ 

Henceforth Gennadius was freed from his doubts, and firmly 
believed in the twelfth article of the Creed: I believe in life 
everlasting. Amen. 

OOD OOO OS 


Glory of Virgins in Heaven. 
Words of St. Augustine. 





“O ye blessed, happy virgins, who sing a new canticle for 
the espousals of the Lamb! You alone follow the Lamb whither- 
soever It goeth. And whither goeth the Lamb? It goeth to 
where none other can go, but you, O pure virgins. I believe 
that the Lamb goeth to those regions in which are found the 
greatest joys and pleasures, such as are not given to the other 
elect. Your joys, O virgins, are far different than any other. 
Your joys are joys of Christ, joys from Christ, in Christ, with 
Christ, and joys by Christ. It is true, the other elect also rejoice 
in Christ, but not in so exalted a manner as do you.” 


Value of the Hail Mary. 


The renowned teacher of theology, Francisco Suarez, used 
to say, that he would prefer to forego the fame of his learning 
rather than lose the merit of a single devout Hail Mary. St. 
Teresa likewise declared to a person to whom she appeared 
after death, that she would willingly endure the illness of her 
last sickness to the day of Judgment, if thereby she could increase 
her eternal glory by the the merits of one Hail Mary. Oh, that 
we would learn to pray well the Hail Mary! 
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An All-the-Year Christmas Gift. 





Make a present to your friend of one or two years’ 
subscription to ‘*Tabernacle and Purgatory.’’ By so 
doing you will have the satisfaction of knowing that 


your gift will be appreciated and not forgotten in a few 


days; a continually new, fresh present, renewing itself 


with every issue all the year round. Furthermore, it 
will be not only a source of pleasure but a gift of value 
as well; not as judged by its price but by the profit 
derived from it. Our book does not merely entertain, 
but also nourishes the mind by its wholesome reading. 
It always keeps in view its high aim: to foster love and 
devotion to the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

Send in your friend’s name with the subscription fee, 
fifty cents, without delay, so he may receive the Christ- 
mas number. How Christian-like, if you would pay the 


subscription for some poor people! 


SUBSCRIPTION PREMIUMS. 


For 3 new subseriptions to ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory,”’ paid 
in advance, we will mail you a copy of the “Golden Book,” in 
excellent type, black binding, red edges. 


For 5 new subscriptions paid in advance, a copy of the “‘Golden 
Book,”’ in leather binding, gilt edges; or a gold-chain rosary, 
with five years guarantee. 


For 6 new subscriptions paid in advance, an ivory finish 
eomposition statue, 10 inches high. 


For 8 new subscriptions paid in advance, a copy of the book, 
**Father Paul of Moll.’”’ 


For 10 new subseriptions paid in advance, a gold-chain 
rosary, ten years guarantee. 


After the subscription price has been received, the rosaries 
will be blessed and forwarded to you. 











The Great Work of Mercy. 











MONG the special friends of God are numbered 
the holy souls in purgatory, for He loves them 
most tenderly. God the Father regards them as 
His dearly beloved children. God the Son loves 
meee} them as His faithful and devoted brothers and 

sisters. God the Holy Ghost loves them as His chosen temples. 

The suffering souls themselves feel an inexpressible longing to 
be with God and enjoy the Beatific Vision. 

But this cannot be. The punishment due to their sins has 
to be expiated, therefore, these poor souls are detained in intense 
suffering. They are, however, the objects of God’s most tender com- 
passion. Humanly speaking, a mother does not pity her child, 
sick unto death, as much as God compassionates the’ suffering 
souls in purgatory. No loving mother could desire so earnestly 
to see her dying child recover, as God longs to see His dear 
friends released from the torments of purgatory. 

Some one may say: If God is so anxious to see the poor 
souls released, why does He not liberate them? Why does He 
sentence them to such torture? The answer is: In virtue of His 
justice, God cannot deliver them from their torments until their 
debts are fully requited, until they are perfectly cleansed from 
the stain of every sin and fault. God is infinitely merciful, but 
He is also infinitely just. God is just in the highest degree, and 
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consequently in accordance with strict justice, He is obliged to 
chastise the soul that is contaminated with sin, although His 
mercy feels the greatest compassion for the suffering soul, and 
He has an infinite longing for the consummation of the punish- 
ment. 

A Great Favor to God. 

For this reason it gives God inexpressible joy when anyone 
prays fervently for the release of the poor souls, because by this 
means He may without detriment to His justice deliver these 
souls. A person who thus procures the release of a soul from 
purgatory, does God as great a favor as anyone, at the peril of 
his own life, would do for a mother by rescuing her only child 
from a fire. 

A person who assists in delivering the souls from purgatory, 
greatly promotes the honor of God, because through his instru- 
mentality these souls will so much the sooner adore, praise, 
honor and love God in heaven. Such a one gladdens God in 
the highest degree because His dear child is being delivered 
from these torments; and this is as pleasing to Him as though 
He Himself had been released. Our Lord once said to St. 
Gertrude, “Whosoever releases a soul from purgatory does Me 
as great a favor as if he had released Me from the cross.” 
This is but a confirmation of His own words when He says, “As 
long as you did it to one of these My least brethren, you did it 
to Me” (Matt. xxv. 40). 

St. Augustine, the great doctor of the Church, therefore 
makes the following weighty declaration: “There is no occupation 
more excellent and holy than to pray for the dead.” The same 
is asserted by St. John Chrysostom, who says, “One of the 
holiest occupations and one of the most praiseworthy acts of this 
life is to give alms for the departed and to pray for them.” 


Particular Solicitude to Every Christian. 


To assist the poor souls by prayer and almsgiving, should 
be a matter of particular solicitude to every Christian, especially 
during the month of November. The deliverance of the souls 
from purgatory is the cause of great joy in heaven, and will draw 
upon you the special favor of God and His saints. In addition, it 
will make your own future happiness ever more secure, for 
“blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy.” 

Many of our readers may not be aware that forty years ago 
the Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament was established 
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with ecclesiastical approbation, at the Benedictine Convent, Clyde, 
Missouri. The special object of this solemn adoration is to afford 
consolation, alleviation and release to the poor souls in purgatory. 
The Benedictine Sisters pray day and night before the Most 
Blessed Sacrament for the departed souls that have been recom- 
mended to their prayers. All the Sisters receive and offer daily 
Holy Communion for these souls. ; 

Every day a Mass is said for the repose of these suffering 
souls, and thousands of Masses are heard throughout the year 
by the Sisters according to this intention. 

The entire community, numbering about one hundred and 
fifty Sisters, daily offer their good works for the consolation 
and release of these departed souls, recommended to their prayer. 

The living, also, may be enrolled and share in all the holy 
Masses, Communions, prayers and good works here mentioned, 
that they may thereby obtain the grace of final perseverance, 
of worthily receiving the last sacraments, and of dying a happy 
death. 

_ The small alms of fifty cents for each member need be 
contributed but once during life. This offering is used for the 
maintenance and adornment of the Adoration chapel, and to 
defray the expense of candles, as a great number are required 
for the daily solemn exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. 


QO DOS OS 


Thoughts for All Souls’ Day. 





T is November. The chilly north wind sweeps across the fields, 
announcing the approach of winter. The leaves are fading 
and fall noiselessly to carpet the earth. Flowers and verdure 
have become victims of the frost. What can be sadder than this 
solemn hush of nature that precedes the death of the year? Even 
the leaden autumnal sky, in keeping with the dark, withered 
foliage, bespeaks the closing hour of nature’s teeming life. Soon 
a light covering of snow like spotless linen will spread over the 
landscape. Nature has completed her work; it is now the time 
for rest and winter sleep. 

Just so is it with the life of man. Almost imperceptibly age 
creeps upon him. All too soon have passed the years of innocent 
childhood, the time of strenuous youth. Now the years come 
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and go like weeks, like days of summer, till as if suddenly, our 
hair interwoven with silver threads, forcibly reminds us that we, 
too, have arrived at the autumn of life. So does life pass. Before 
we realize, impetuous youth has fleeted, middle age has arrived, 
and all at once we find ourselves gray and feeble, all too soon 
to share the fate of the autumn leaves. It will be said of us 
. likewise, “It is over; he has fallen a prey to the grave, may he 
rest in peace!” 

How unfortunate, had we lived exclusively for this miserable 
life, borne the heavy burdens, denied ourselves, fought and 
Struggled, worried and toiled, wept and hoped, all — all for a 
short mortal existence, for things perishable and transitory! 

But no! We are Christians, not heathens that have no hope. 
We are not permitted to abandon ourselves to sadness. We 
have lived as Christians, we may trustfully turn our gaze backward 
on the well-spent years and look confidently into the coming 
eternity. There is the account of our labor, there is the reward 
registered in the book of life. 

O kind and merciful Father, Thou dost bestow on us already 
here below so great a benefit by promising a better life hereafter! 
This consoling thought should again and again raise our droop- 
ing spirit, should continually give us the will and inspire courage 
to bring sacrifices; should create in us noble desires and urge 
us to persevere in grace and sand¢tification. It should renew our 
Strength and lead us to victory amidst the trials and difficulties, 
disappointments and sufferings of this passing earthly life. 

How miserable and gloomy, on the other hand, how disap- 
pointed and embittered, how full of fear and despair, is the 
person who has forgotten his God and the promises He has 
made; who has forgotten his noblest duties, his end and aim. Oh, 
how sad will he be when death approaches! 

When on All Souls’ Day we stand at the graves of our dear 
departed ones, let us seriously reflect on the real life, on the true 
life which begins beyond the tomb; on the happy life that is 
awaiting us, when “God shall wipe away all tears from our eyes, 
and death shall be no more, nor mourning nor crying, nor sorrow 
shall be any more, for the former things are passed away” (Apoc. 
xxi). 

REMARK.— Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, 


according to the decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 
and 1641, in so far as the Chureh has not decided upon them, 


elaim only human credence. 























“Weep Not!” 





“iT is All Souls’ Day, a day of mourning and grief, 
w4| At no other time of the year is there so much 
weeping as on this day. And as we seek for 
consolation, the touching incident of our Savior’s 
sc sympathy for the sorrowing comes to our mind 
and this recollection seems to soothe our grief. When our 
Lord, on entering the city of Naim, met the funeral procession 
and beheld the poor widow bitterly lamenting her only son, as 
she walked behind the bier, He said to her, “Weep not!” These 
words might be whispered to many a Christian today, who 
Standing at the tomb of his dear ones is shedding many a silent 
bitter tear. 

“Weep not!” I would also say to you, dear father or mother, 
to you dutiful son or daughter, weep not, or rather, weep, but 
remain steadfast and carry the cross with fortitude, strengthened 
by the consoling hope: There is a resurrection, we shall see our 
dear ones again! But is this hope justified, will it not deceive 
us? A poor mother knelt at the grave of her only child, a boy 
of ten years. For hours she knelt there, and her eyes were 
swollen from weeping. A poet comments on the pathetic occur- 
rence in verse, and says of her: 





“But after hours of intense weeping 
Her eyes the tears now milder shed; 
She knew and realized more keenly: 
What the tomb encloses is not dead.” 
Truly, what the tomb encloses is not dead! Even an interior 
voice tells us this, and it is the promptings of this same voice 
that causes all classes of people, even pagans, to honor the 
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graves of their dead. However, we Christians have not merely 
a vague idea regarding the resurrection of our bodies, we are 
perfectly convinced of it, for Jesus Christ, the eternal Truth, says 
explicitly, “I am the resurrection and the life; he that believeth 
in Me, although he be dead, shall live” (John xi. 25). 


Again I Say, “Weep Not!” 


Again I say, “Weep not!” There must necessarily be a 
resurrection, an eternal recompense, otherwise God would not 
be holy, merciful and just. His divine eyes behold the vice and 
injustice of man, the outrage and crime committed in public or 
in secret. What about the punishment for these insulters of His 
Divine Majesty? Religion has its defenders, virtue its heroes, 
faith its martyrs, — what about the reward for their courageous 
self-renunciation? Or were it possible that God should equally 
regard the virtue and vice, the innocence and guilt of man? 
Were such the case, there would exist neither virtue nor vice, 
neither guilt nor merit, neither just nor guilty one, and we no 
longer could speak of a holy and just Being. 

What! The robber and he who is robbed, the traitor of his 
country and he who gives his life and possessions in its defense, 
the martyr and the tyrant, the wayward son and the virtuous 
daughter, — alas, should all these share the same fate, all find 
nothingness after this life is over? 

Let us approach the deathbed of a young girl. She departs 
from this world at an age when life is most attractive, in the 
freshness of youth, scarcely is she twenty. Like a lily in the garden 
of paradise she grew up: pure and innocent, good and pious, a 
spectacle for angels and men. Now she is in her agony. The 
friends around her are bathed in tears. The maiden alone does 
not weep; she smiles, and with her gaze directed upward as 
though already experiencing a foretaste of heavenly bliss, she 
exclaims while dying, “Jesus, have mercy, O Mary, be my mother!” 


“TI Annihilate Thee!” 


Now tell me, would God in answer to this angel of earth 
be able to reply, “I annihilate thee! I annihilate that life which 
has lived for Me alone, that was devoted exclusively to My 
service, it shall no longer exist, it shall be horribly deceived.” 
Our human understanding repels such a doctrine as cruel and 
unjust, — and God should do this! What a blasphemy! 

Let us approach another deathbed. Here also is a girl on 
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the point of death. This one, however, has been the grief of 
her family, the disgrace of her relatives, a scandal to the parish 
and an outcast of her sex. Even the last words she utters are 
wicked. F 

Now I ask again: Would it be proper to place upon the 
tombstone of that chaste maiden, that angel in the flesh, this 
inscription: “Her hopes have deceived her”? and upon that of 
the wicked and scandalous creature: “She was right to indulge 
in sin and pleasure for there is no hell nor life eternal”? These 
two, who in this life were as different as day and night, should 
they now after death receive the same treatment, meet the same 
existence, or rather non-existence? Should both become nothing 
but dust and ashes? It is impossible for our human nature to 
. conceive such a monstrosity; it is revolting to our inmost essence. 

Christian reader, when on a beautiful spring morn we gaze 
across the fields and meadows, what a charming, fascinating sight! 
See how awakening nature sends forth its sprouts, how every 
blade of grass shoots up with gladness from its death-like slum- 
ber, how all the thousands and thousands of flowers and blossoms 
diffuse their sweet fragrance. Meadows, orchards and vineyards 
seem decked in bridal array. And even on the mounds of the 
peaceful cemetery a transformation takes place in the days of 
balmy spring. The carnations, roses and violets that decorate 
the graves of our dear departed, are scattering their perfume as 
a silent tribute of our affection. 

This magnificent, mysterious transformation, takes place in 
nature, in the vegetable kingdom, above the grave. And with 
man, lying in the tomb, cannot something similar take place? 
The plant, the beautiful flower on the grave awakens every spring 
from its apparent state of decay. And the human body in the 
tomb, this most beautiful of flowers, this most wonderful visible 
creation, this miniature world, — it alone should be doomed to 
remain forever in the grave, forever reduced to dust and ashes, 
and finally to nothing? No, this cannot be, this will notibe, 
there is a life hereafter, a resurrection and a reward. 


SOOO SS 
ASSIST THE SOULS IN PURGATORY. 


To practice the special devotion recommended by Holy Church 
for the month of November, procure a copy of this instructive 
booklet and learn the most efficacious means for relieving the Suffer- 
ing Souls. (32-Page) 2 copies 5 cents; 100 copies $2.00. 











The Holy Souls are Grateful. 





ieee 4| yoke of slavery, would he be grateful for such a 
2. ayy] benefit? When the Emperor Charles V. took 
x possession of the city of Tunis, he restored to 
liberty twenty thousand Christian slaves, who before his victory 
had been reduced to a most deplorable condition. Penetrated 
with gratitude towards their benefactor, they surrounded him, 
blessing him and singing his praises. If you gave health to a 
person dangerously sick, fortune to an unhappy creature who 
had been reduced to poverty, would you not receive in return 
their gratitude and their benedictions? And those souls, so holy 
and so good, will they conduct themselves differently with regard 
to their benefactors? — those poor souls whose captivity, poverty, 
suffering, and necessity far surpass all captivity, indigence, or 
malady to be found upon earth. They come especially at the 
hour of death, to protect them, to accompany and introduce 
them into the happy abode of their eternal rest. 

More than remarkable was the devotion of St. Margaret of 
Cortona to the holy souls. It is related in her biography that 
at her death she saw a multitude of souls that she had delivered 
from purgatory form in procession to escort her to paradise. God 
revealed this favor granted to Margaret of Cortona through the 
medium of a holy person in the city of Castello. This servant 
of God, wrapt in ecstasy at the moment when Margaret departed 
this life, saw her soul in the midst of this brilliant cortege, and 


(S : 
\y stand. If you had ransomed a captive from the 


aoe) RATITUDE of the holy souls is not difficult to under- 
a 




















Tabernacle and Purgatory. 153 


on recovering from her rapture she related to her friends what 
our Lord had been pleased to manifest to her. 

St. Philip Neri, founder of the Congregation of the Oratory, 
had a most tender devotion towards the holy souls in purgatory, 
and he felt a particular attraction to pray for those who had been 
under his spiritual direction. He considered himself under great- 
es obligation to them, because Divine Providence had confided 
them in a special manner to his zeal. It seemed to him that 
his charity ought to follow them until their final purification was 
accomplished, and they were admitted into the glory of heaven. 
He confessed that many of his spiritual children appeared to 
him after their death, either to ask his prayers or to return him 
thanks for what he had already done for them. He declared also 
that by this means he had obtained more than one grace. 

After his death, a Franciscan Father of great piety was pray- 
ing in the chapel in which the venerated remains of the saint 
had been deposited, when the latter appeared to him surrounded 
with glory and in the midst of a brilliant train. Encouraged by 
the air of amiable familiarity with which the saint regarded 
him, he ventured to ask the meaning of that bright band of 
blessed spirits which accompanied him. The saint replied that 
they were the souls of those whose spiritual guide he had been 
during life, and whom by his suffrages he had delivered from 
purgatory. He added that they had come to meet him on his 
departure from this world, that in their turn they might introduce 
him into the heavenly Jerusalem. 

“There is no doubt,” says the devout Father Rossignoli, “that 
on their entrance into eternal glory the first favors which they 
ask of the Divine Mercy are for those who have opened to them 
the gates of paradise, and they will never fail to pray for their 
benefactors, whenever they see them in any necessity or danger. 
In reverses of fortune, sicknesses and accidents of all kinds they 
will be their protectors. Their zeal will increase when the interests 
of the soul are at stake; they will powerfully assist them to vanquish 
temptation, to practise good works, to die a Christian death, and 
to escape the sufferings of the other life.” 

Cardinal Baronius, whose authority as historian is well known, 
relates that a person who was very charitable towards the holy 
souls was afflicted with a terrible agony when on her deathbed. 
The spirit of darkness suggested to her the most gloomy fears, 
and veiled from her sight the sweet light of Divine Mercy en- 
deavoring to drive her into despair; when suddenly heaven 
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seemed to open before her eyes, and she saw thousands of 
defenders fly to her aid, reanimating her courage, and promising 
her the victory. Comforted by this unexpected assistance, she 
asked who were her defenders? “We are,” they replied, “the 
souls which you have delivered from purgatory; we, in our turn, 
come to help you, and very soon we shall conduct you to 
paradise.” At these consoling words the sick person felt that 
her fears were changed into the sweetest confidence. A short 
time afterwards she tranquilly expired, her countenance serene 


and her heart filled with joy. 


Os OOO SOS 


The Prayers of His Penitents Release a Confessor 
from Purgatory. 





RENOWNED preacher of our Order,” writes the venerable 

Augustinian, Father Jordanus, “had received from God the 

grace and virtue to be ever ready to hear the confessions 
of the poor. When this priest was about to die, one of his 
devout penitents saw in spirit that his soul was in great danger. 
With all possible fervor she cried out to God for grace and 
mercy. Her prayer was heard. 

“The soul of the confessor was condemned to severe pun- 
ishment in purgatory, but by the supplication of his many peni- 
tents, he was delivered the first day. When the time for his 
release approached, the penitent above mentioned heard a voice 
calling out, ‘Hasten quickly to the altar of St. Catherine.’ This 
was the altar at which her confessor had usually said Mass. 
Arriving there, she beheld his soul being brought with great 
joy from purgatory and placed upon the altar. After that a 
great number of his deceased penitents came down from heaven 
and with joy and exultation conducted the soul into eternal bliss.” 

Here the words of St. Augustine addressed to the flock 
entrusted to him may be appropriately quoted: “My dear spiritual 
children, make a return to me for my toils and spiritual labors 
in your behalf. The nature of the recompense | desire is such 
that I need not to be ashamed to ask for it. I desire neither 
your gold nor silver, but this only I beg of you, that you remember 
me in your prayers, and at the fountain of life, at Holy Com- 
munion.” 
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Efficaciousness of the Our Father for 
the Faithful Departed. 





its means not only our daily sins are blotted out, but through 

it the souls in purgatory receive a remission of their pun- 
ishments and alleviation from their pains. The following is a 
Striking example of the power of the Our Father in their behalf. 

The renowned Bartholomew of Pisa writes that Blessed 
Conrad of Offida had obtained so high a degree of sanctity, 
that God glorified him by miracles during life and after death. 
On one of his journeys Conrad came to a monastery of his 
Order, and was requested by the superior to speak to one of the 
younger brothers and endeavor to bring about his conversion, as 
he was growing careless and proving a scandal to his companions. 

Conrad sent for the brother and spoke to him with such 
earnestness that from henceforth he was entirely changed. He 
now became zealous and obedient, peaceful and humble, in a 
word, a model for all. Unfortunately, the religious could enjoy 
his edifying example but a short time. The brother fell seriously 
ill and to the keen regret of all died .after a few days. 

One night as Conrad was praying before the tabernacle, the 
soul of the deceased appeared and greeted him humbly. On 
Conrad’s asking who it was, the spirit replied: “I am the brother 
who recently died. By the grace of God and the influence of 
your admonitions I have been saved. Still 1 must suffer much 
in purgatory on account of certain sins, which I could not expiate 
in the brief space of time after my conversion. During life, you 
aided me so much, do not now abandon me in my terrible suffering.” 

Conrad said an Our Father very devoutly, to which he 
added: “Eternal rest give unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon him.” The soul thereupon cried out, “O blessed 
Father, how much you have mitigated my pains! | beg of you, 
continue to pray the Our Father.” 

After the priest had prayed another Our Father, the soul 
exclaimed. “Oh, how your prayer refreshes me! I beg of you, 
do not cease your supplications.” 

Conrad now prayed a hundred Our Fathers. After this the 
poor soul said, “In the name of my Lord and God I thank you 
with my whole heart. May God bestow on you an eternal re- 
ward for the great charity you have shown me, for I am released 
from all suffering and now hasten to enjoy the glory of heaven.” 


S ‘i Augustine calls the “Our Father” a daily baptism, for by 
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Perfect Contrition, the Great Means of 
Eternal Salvation. 









- c+ O you remember, dear reader, from your happy 
f) 7 childhood days the tale of the fairy with the magic 
SS wand ? — Whatever the fairy touched with his wand 
was instantly changed into solid gold. This is 
: but a fairy-tale. But the wand about which I 
ieaaal to tell you is not legendary, it is reality. It is a wand 
for the soul; no magic wand, but a real miraculous wand, a staff 
of Moses possessing divine power. Even though your soul has 
been corroded by the rust of vile and numberless sins, — no 
sooner is it touched by this wand, than it is transformed into 
gold, pure, solid gold. Would you know what this wand is 
called? Its name is “Perfect Contrition.” 


A Matter of the Will. 


Contrition is not a matter of feeling or sentiment. One need 
not feel anything in having contrition. Nor is it a matter of 
words. Nothing whatever need be said. Feelings may exist, 
words in form of an act of contrition may be used, but these 
things are not essential; they are of only secondary importance. 
Contrition is a matter of the will. It depends on the will. The 
will must be there; it is indispensably necessary. This is evident. 
For what is it that contrition is supposed to expiate? Answer: 
Sin. Sin is committed only, if a commandment of God or of 
the Church is transgressed knowingly and willfully. Sin is an 
act of the will. To commit sin means: disregarding or having a con-, 
tempt for the will of God, a turning away from God —a matter 
of the will. To have contrition means, on the other hand: de- 
siring again to do the will of God, a returning to God— a matter 
of the will. 

Not every kind of contrition or sorrow will bring back to 
God the soul that wandered the path of sin. God is a super- 
natural Good. Were you sorry for your sins solely or principally 
from natural motives, i. e., on account of material losses sustained, 
whether concerning your property, liberty, honor, health, life or 
other similar reasons, this contrition were merely natural, it could 
have no supernatural effect nor could it reconcile you with God. 
If you wish to rid yourself of sin and regain the friendship of 
God, the supernatural Good, you must be sorry for your sins 
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solely or at least principally from supernatural motives, i. e., for 
the sake of God and your immortal soul. In other words, you 
must have supernatural contrition. 


This Contrition May Be Either Imperfect or Perfect. 


If you are sorry for your sins chiefly from fear of God, on 
account of His punishment (hell, purgatory), then you have 
imperfect contrition. This suffices for the reception of the sacra- 
ments of penance and extreme unction. 

But if you are sorry for your sins principally for love of 
God, on account of His Adorable Person, because He is in 
Himself the sovereign, the most love-worthy Good, and has be- 
stowed on you the greatest tokens of His love, you then have 
perfect contrition. 

Imperfect contrition is, therefore, called the contrition of 
fear, and perfect contrition, the contrition of love. The latter is 
the miraculous wand, the great means of salvation. 


Wonderful Efficacy of Perfect Contrition. 


Perfect contrition immediately removes from your soul all 
the rust of sin, and instantly restores to it the pure gold of 
sanctifying grace, if it had been lost by mortal sin, or if this were 
not the case, it increases sanctifying grace. All sins, therefore, 
even the most grievous, regardless of their number, are immedi- 
ately effaced. Entirely remitted, too, is the eternal punishment 
due to sin;.temporal punishments are partly remitted. The lost 
merits of the good ‘works performed before committing mortal 
sin are resuscitated, they are restored. The soul once more 
becomes a child of God, an heir of heaven. All this is absolute 
truth, a doctrine of faith, firmly established on Holy Scripture. 

St. John says, “Everyone that loveth is born of God” (1 John 
iv. 7). Anyone who is born of God, is a child of God, he pos- 
sesses divine life, i. e., sanctifying grace. However, mortal sin 
and sanctifying grace, death and life, cannot possibly exist in 
one and the same soul. Jesus Himself, Eternal Truth, says, “If 
anyone love Me, he will keep My word, and My Father will 
love him, and we will come to him and will make our abode 
with him” (John xiv. 23). God taking up His abode in the soul 
of man! But if God dwell therein, the devil cannot be there at 
the same time. No, God and Satan in a soul at the same 
time — this is an impossibility. The infallible teaching authority 
of the Church, supported by revelation, declared at the Council 
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of Trent, as a doctrine of faith, that “perfect contrition reconciles 
us with God even before receiving the sacrament of penance” 
(Sess. 14, cap. 4). 

This effect of perfect contrition is immediately produced not 
only in case of emergency, in time of danger, or similar occa- 


sions; no, each time we excite ourselves to perfect contrition, no — 


matter when or where it may be. 


Mortal Sins Must Be Confessed. 


Even before receiving the sacrament of penance, mortal sins 
are remitted. Mark well, it does not say, “without receiving it.” 
What does this signify? It means to say that even before con- 
fession the sins are effaced, mortal sins also. The person mutt, 
however, have the will to confess later on all mortal sins in the 
tribunal of penance. The will:to do this need not be definitely 
and explicitly expressed, while making the act of contrition. Holy 
Church has for special reasons ordained that mortal sins must be 
confessed before receiving Holy Communion. 

But why confess mortal sins that are already forgiven? They 
must be confessed because our Lord has commanded it. Con- 
fession is the established manner in which grievous sins are 
forgiven. Anyone who would not be willing to fulfill this divine 
command would not have true or perfect love for our Lord. 
How could such a one make an act of perfect love because 
perfect love consists in accomplishing the divine will? “He that 
hath My commandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
Me,” says our Lord (John xiv. 21). Whosoever is animated by 
perfect contrition, is of his own accord, willing to conform to this 
requirement, and go to confession when time and opportunity 
is given. 

Should it occur, however, that even with the best will it 
were impossible to go to confession, which might happen in the 
hour of death, the duty of confession would then be dispensed 
with. In such a case God accepts the will for the deed. 


Souls Who Were Wonderfully Healed. 


Mary Magdalen, the Penitent Thief, Peter, these are authen- 
tic, well-founded proofs of the divine efficacy of perfect contrition. 
All through the Old Law, which was previous to the institution 
of the sacrament of penance, perfect contrition was the only 
means of salvation. Even now, it is the sole means of attaining 
life eternal, for all souls not belonging to the Catholic Church 
and who are in the state of mortal sin. 
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Perfect Contrition a Gift of Grace. 


Perfect contrition lies stored away in the treasure-house of 
divine grace. It has been purchased by God with the blood of 
Christ, “who will have all men to be saved” (1 Tim. ii. 4), and 
it is at the disposal of all “men of good will” (Luke ii. 14). 
This treasure must be appropriated to oneself by prayer, reflection, 
practice and love. 

Pray! Perfect contrition is a great grace. “Without Me you 
can do nothing” (John xv. 5). This grace must be petitioned for 
in fervent supplication. “Ask and it shall be given you” (Matt. 
vii. 7). “God will give the good Spirit to them that ask 
Him” (Luke xi. 13). Often pray, “O Sacred Heart of Jesus, | 
implore that I may love Thee ever more and more.” “Create 
a clean heart in me, O God, and renew a right spirit within my 
bowels” (Psalm |. 12). “Holy Mary, Mother of divine grace, 
refuge of sinners, by your intercession assist me to obtain the 
grace of perfect contrition. Commend me to thy Son, present 
me to thy Son, reconcile me with thy Son.” 


How to Make an Act of Perfect Contrition. 


Take in your hand a crucifix, real or imaginary. Look at 
your Savior! Who is hanging there? Infinite sanctity, beauty, 
love, the Sovereign Good, worthy of all love. What is He 
suffering?- For whom? Why? He carried the cross, He was 
crucified — for you! His brow is encircled with a painful crown, 
pierced with cruel thorns for you! His sacred body is racked and 
torn; “the wicked have wrought upon My back” (Psalm cxxviii. 3), 
scourged—for you? He sweat blood—for you! All this to 
make atonement for your sins—to make you happy forever. 
And you? How have you repaid your Savior’s love? By sin, 
faithlessness, hardheartedness, ingratitude! Can you feel unmoved 
by this thought? 

Practice! Here also practice makes perfect. Frequently make 
an act of perfect contrition. Then it will not be difficult for you 
to do so at a time when this may be the only means of your 
salvation. 

Love! Perform all your actions, first of all and chiefly for 
love of God; then will God give you the grace to be sorry 
principally for love of Him. Love for our Lord was the main- 
spring of Peter’s virtue, love for his Master was consequently 
the source of Peter’s contrition. 
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The more frequently you make an act of perfect contrition, 
the better. At all events this should be immediately done if 
one has had the misfortune to fall into mortal sin, when one is 
in danger of death, as in one’s last agony. It is also advisable 
to make an act of perfect contrition in the evening before retir- 
ing, when going on a journey, at holy Mass, when making visits 
to the Blessed Sacrament, before receiving Holy Communion, in 
moments when the heart is sensibly moved to fervent love of 
God, as often as one has fallen into sin, and when preparing for 
confession. Imperfect contrition suffices, however for the worthy 
reception of the sacrament of penance. 

Inspire others also with perfect contrition, especially the 
dying. When you are present with persons dangerously ill or 
dying, even non-Catholics, often repeat for them short, fervent 
acts of contrition. In cases of accident, or if anyone were to be 
Stricken by apoplexy, be calm and self-possessed. On such occa- 
sions among the many who are all excitement, do you retain 
your presence of mind. Kneel down beside the afflicted person, 
and be for him first of all a spiritual physician. Pronounce for 
him slowly and distinctly a short, fervent act of contrition. 
Even though he should give no sign of life, nevertheless, say the 
words close to his ear. Medical science has proved that the 
sense of hearing is the last to leave the dying person. Should 
he open his eyes, you may hold a crucifix before him, for 
instance that of your rosary, if you have not a larger cross. 

The lately deceased Cardinal Franzelin once said, “Could 
I traverse the country as’a missionary, I should preach of noth- 
ing more frequently than of perfect contrition.” In truth, perfect 
contrition is the great means of eternal salvation. 


A beautiful booklet of 64 pages, treating of the Magnificence 
of the Love of God and Perfect Contrition, can be procured from 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory.” It is a very instructive and con- 
soling booklet. Price per copy 5 cents; 100 copies $3.00. 
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ARE YOU SUFFERING 
from Muscular Rheumatism or Neuralgia? 


Try “SANTA BARBARA LINIMENT” 
Without Delay. 


{For more than forty years Santa Barbara Liniment 
has proved a most effective and unsurpassed remedy 
for disorders of the muscles or stiffness of the joints 
caused by contracting a cold, by a change of temper- 
ature or weather, by dampness, drafts, etc. Muscular 
Rheumatism causes dull or sharp pains, either in the 
back, neck, hips, or in the limbs. 


{ Any of these ailments are, as a rule, speedily and 
permanently cured by Santa Barbara Liniment if 
used according to directions and at the proper time. 


4 Santa Barbara Liniment should be a Home Remedy 
and ought always to be kept on hand that it can be 
applied when any member of the family has con- 
tracted rheumatism or neuralgia by a cold. 


{ This Liniment is for external use only. For ordinary 
attacks one bottle suffices, but very severe cases may 
need two bottles. We are in possession of many testi- 
monials expressing gratitude and acknowledging the 
efficaciousness of the Santa Barbara Liniment. 


{ Price per bottle $1.00. 
“| Can be procured genuine only from 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, 


Clyde, Mo. 
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